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IN THE CLAIMS 




(Amefided) An information retrieval apparatus for retrieving 
information fron^a remote data base [which contains registration data including position data, 
image data and designation information for retrieval of additional information] , said data base 
comprising image info^ation for a plurality of images, and at least corresponding location data. 
comprising: 

imaging me^s for obtaining an image; 

location detectV)n means for detecting a current position location of said 
information retrieval apparatus; Vid 

selection means fo^electing image data [from said data base which corresponds 
to the image obtained by said imaging means, said image data having position data representing 
positions in the vicinity of the current position location detected by said location detection 
means, and said designation informationVorresponding to said image data for retrieving said 
additional information] corresponding to each of one or more images from said data base in 
which sent stored corresponding location dafl^ corresponds to said current position location of 
said information retrieval apparatus: and 

comparison means for comparing^aid obtained image to said image data of said 
one or more selected images . 



2. (Amended) [An] The information retrieval apparatus according to 
claim 1 , fiirther comprising reception means for receivings the image data [and the designation 
information] and at least the corresponding location data via a computer network. 
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(Amended) [An] The information retrieval apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein ^id reception means has a portable telephone function and is connected to said 
computer network \ia a telephone line. 

4. ()^mended) [An] The information retrieval apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein the [desWation information] corresponding location data is a URL for 
specifying information stoned in a server of a world wide web build up on the Internet. 

5. (Amenaied) An information retrieval method for retrieving information 
by mi information retrieval apparatus from a remote data base [which contains registration data 
including position data, image data and designation information for retrieval of additional 
information], said data base comprising image information for a plurahtv of images, and at least 
corresponding location data, comprisiljg the steps of: 

obtaining an image; 

detecting the current positiW location of the information retrieval apparatus; and 
selecting image data from said data base [which corresponds to the image 
obtained, said image data having position data representing positions in the vicinity of the 
detected current position location of the information retrieval apparatus, and designation 
information corresponding to said image data for\etrieving said additional information] 
corresponding to each of one or more images from said data base in which sent stored 
corresponding location data corresponds to said curren^ position location of said information 
retrieval apparatus; and 
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\comparing said obtained image to said image data of said one or more selected 



images . 



6. \ (Twice Amended) An information retrieval apparatus for 

retrieving information from a remote data base [which contains registration data including at 
least position data and\designation information for retrieval of additional information], said data 
base comprising image information for a plurality of images, and at least corresponding location 
data, comprising: 

imaging meaitis for obtaining an image; 

location detectspn means for detecting a current position location of said 
information retrieval apparatus;Yand] 

selection means fo\ selecting image data corresponding to each of one or more 
images from said data base in which sent stored corresponding location data corresponds to said 
current position location of said infomiation retrieval apparatus; 

comparison means for comparing said obtained image to said image data of said 
one or more selected images; 

transmitting means for translspitting said detected current position location to the 

data base; 

first receiving means for receivikg said designation information corresponding to 
said selected data for retrieving said additional intormation, said selected data having position 
data representing positions in the vicinity of the detected current position location; 

checking means for checking whether aser's manual operation b e is needed to 
acquire said additional information corresponding to sain designation infomiation; 
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sWond receiving means for receiving additional information based on the 
designation information: and 

displaying means for displaying said additional information. 

[and 

selection means for selecting data from said data base which corresponds to said 
detected current position location of said information retrieval apparatus, said selected data 
having position data repnesenting positions in the vicinity of the detected current position 
location, said designation\nformation corresponding to said selected data for retrieving said 
additional information.] 

7. (New) \ An information retrieval apparatus for retrieving 
information from a remote data ftase. said data base comprising image information for a plurality 
of images, and at least corresponding location data, comprising: 

location detection meigns for detecting a current position location of said 
information retrieval apparatus; 

transmitting means for tr^smitting said detected current position location to the 

data base: 

reception means for receiviAg said image data corresponding to said position data 
representing positions in the vicinity of the detected current position location; 
imaging means for obtaining m image: 

selection means for selecting iinage data corresponding to each of one or more 
images from said data base in which sent storedyorresponding location data corresponds to said 
current position location of said information retrifeval apparatus; 
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comparison means for comparing said obtained image to said image data of said 
one or more selec\ed images; 

checft^ing means for checking a match between said received image and said 
obtained image. 



8. (Ne^) An information retrieval apparatus for retrieving 

information from a remote d^a base, said data base comprising image information for a plurality 
of images, and at least corresponding location data, comprising: 

location detection ifieans for detecting a current position location of said 
information retrieval apparatus; 

transmitting means for\ransmitting said detected current position location to the 

data base; 

reception means for receiving said image data corresponding to said position data 
representing positions in the vicinity of the oetected current position location; 
imaging means for obtaining image; 

selection means for selecting image data corresponding to each of one or more 
images from said data base in which sent stored cotresponding location data corresponds to said 
current position location of said information retrievalVpparatus; 

comparison means for comparing said om^ained image to said image data of said 
one or more selected images; 

displaying means for displaying said receive^ image after performing a matching 
process using said obtained image. 
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9\ (New) An information retrieval method for retrieving information 

from a remote data base, said data base comprising image information for a plurality of images, 
and at least corresponding location data, comprising the steps of: 

detecting a current position location of said information retrieval apparatus: 
transmitting said detected current position location to the data base: 
receiving said image data corresponding to said position data representing 
positions in the vicinity of tnb detected current position location: 
obtaining an image: 

selecting image Mata corresponding to each of one or more images from said data 
base in which sent stored corresponding location data corresponds to said current position 
location of said information retriewl apparatus: 

comparing said obtaii^ed image to said image data of said one or more selected 

images: 

checking means for che j^ing a match between said received image and said 
obtained image. 

10. (New) An inmrmation retrieval method for retrieving information 

from a remote data base, said data base comprising image information for a plurality of images, 
and at least corresponding location data, comprising the steps of: 

detecting a current position locatiofi of said information retrieval apparatus: 
transmitting said detected current position location to the data base: 
receiving said image data corresponding to said position data representing 
positions in the vicinity of the detected current positionNlocation: 
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obtaining an image: 
selection means for selecting image data corresponding to each of one or more 
images from said data base in which sent stored corresponding location data corresponds to said 
current position locamon of said information retrieval apparatus; 

compamson means for comparing said obtained image to said image data of said 
one or more selected images; 

displaviqg said received image after performance of a matching process using 
said obtained image. 

1 1 . (Ne4^) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein when said comparison means determines one of said selected images matches said 
obtained image, additional information corresponding to said one of said selected images is 
provided . 

12. (New) \ The information retrieval method according to claim 5. 
wherein when it is determined that\pne of said selected images matches said obtained image, 
additional information corresponding to said one of said selected images is provided . 

1 3 . (New) TheXinformation retrieval apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein when said comparison means detemiines one of said selected images matches said 
obtained image, additional information corresfy)nding to said one of said selected images is 
provided . 
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l\^. (New) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 7. 

wherein when saiM comparison means determines one of said selected images matches said 
obtained image, ado^tional information corresponding to said one of said selected images is 
provided . 



15. (New) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 8, 

wherein when said comparisqn means determines one of said selected images matches said 
obtained image, additional infolynation corresponding to said one of said selected images is 
provided . 



16. (New) VThe information retrieval method according to claim 9, 

wherein when it is determined that one>pf said selected images matches said obtained image, 
additional information corresponding to said one of said selected images is provided . 



17. (New) The inmrmation retrieval method according to claim 1 0, 

wherein when it is determined that one of said selected images matches said obtained image, 
additional information corresponding to said one of said selected images is provided . 



-9- 



00155554 



